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Dr. Narayanan Neithalath is a currently Professor of Structural and Materials Engineering in the 

School of Sustainable Engineering and Built Environment (SSEBE) at Arizona State University (ASU) in 

Tempe, AZ, USA. He obtained his Ph.D. in infrastructural materials from Purdue University in West 

Lafayette, IN, USA, and served in the faculty of Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York before moving 

to ASU. He is an expert in the science of infrastructural materials, especially cement and concrete-based 

construction materials for large-scale structures such as roads, bridges, tunnels, and ports. He has 

published and presented more than 200 papers in scientific journals and conference proceedings on 

several topics related to sustainable materials development and implementation for infrastructure, 

infrastructure management and maintenance, durability, and computational methods for prediction of 

structural properties. Details of his publications can be found in http://neithalath.engineering.asu.edu. He 

has been invited for several keynote lectures in conferences and symposia relating to these topics both in 

the U.S. and abroad. Dr. Neithalath has handled research projects worth about $15 million, obtained 

through competitive proposals from several governmental and private agencies in the U.S. and Europe. 

He has graduated more than 30 Ph.D. and M.S students. He routinely consults for several companies, 

mainly start-ups, in the area of new materials, infrastructure construction techniques, and sustainability.  

Dr. Neithalath has been an inventor of several new technologies for which patents have been 

awarded. He has developed methodologies to reduce the consumption of cement in concrete through a 

system comprising of multiple binding materials that are abundantly available in many parts of the world, 

at a much lower energy and environmental footprint. He was among the first researchers to be able to 

successfully integrate substantial amounts of waste glass (in powdered from) from discarded bottles and 

window/door panes, in concrete used for building construction. Recently, he has developed a radically 

different method for concrete production and simultaneous reduction of green-house gases. Carbon 

dioxide emissions from the billions of metric tons of concrete produced each year contribute significantly 

to the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere – a buildup of gases that poses some potential environmental 

threats. Dr. Neithalath is also a passionate educator, helping students right from high school to doctoral 

level achieve success in their careers. His research and education efforts have been widely reported by 

several news organizations.  

Dr. Neithalath is a recipient of several prestigious awards in the field of engineering. In 2007, he 

was given the CAREER award by National Science Foundation (NSF) of U.S. towards developing novel 

materials for infrastructure. He was awarded the Bengt Friberg prize for outstanding work in the area of 

concrete pavements by the International Society for concrete pavements and the Portland Cement 

Association fellowship. In 2012, the Indian American Cultural Center in New York honored him for 

http://neithalath/


significant advances in sustainable engineering. More recently, in 2016, he was honored by the American 

Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the world’s leading and largest body on civil engineering education, 

research, implementation and technology transfer, with the Walter L. Huber Civil Engineering Research 

Prize. This awardis among the most coveted civil engineering prizes for young scientists in the U.S.  

Dr. Neithalath is a Fellow of the American Concrete Institute. He is the Section Editor for ASCE 

Journal of Materials in Civil Engineering, which is among the top journals in the field of civil engineering 

materials-specific scientific research and implementation all over the world. In his position as the Editor, 

Dr. Neithalath manages 40 Associate Editors and 1000 submissions a year. He is also the Editorial board 

member for two other prestigious international journals in the field. 

“The faculty in the Civil Engineering Department at NSS College of Engineering are very 

committed to student learning and progress, which has positively impacted many. The range of classes 

offered, including many uncommon electives, ensured that the students could go on into several unique 

specializations, ensuring diverse knowledge development and skills. This is an exceptional approach for a 

traditional engineering program”. 

-Narayanan. 


